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CHAP, same stormy weather, after that I had hastily fled
v_^_. from Scotland, were scattered from me at sea,
156?. Thereupon came one of your Majesty's ships which
detained me for two-and-a-half months until now,
as I had not a passport. I have come hither to
Copenhagen, that your Eoyal Majesty should know
the whole affair, uproar, and clamour which have
happened in Scotland. As I have been so long
hindered and detained, and since I am not quite
certain what time your Majesty returns, I have
requested your Majesty's Stadtholder, Peter Oxe,
that, by this bearer, my servant, I might learn your
Majesty's good-will and intention." I

Frederick II., after being made acquainted with
BothwelTs account, did not feel inclined to follow
the advice given by Peter Oxe and John Friis as to
sending Both well to one of his castles in Jutland.
The King allowed the Earl, according to his former
arrangement, to remain at Copenhagen till he him-
self, at the end of the year, returned to Zealand.
But he could not any longer delay coining to a more
precise determination with respect to the fate of
Bothwell. For already, towards the close of the
month of September, information reached Scotland
of Both well's detention in Norway through the
return home, it is said, of Scottish merchants.
Accordingly, on the same day as Christiern Aalborg
sailed from Bergen to convey Bothwell to Denmark,
Murray wrote in the name of James vi. from Stirling a
request to Frederick II. for the surrender of the Earl;

1 This   Danish   translation   of     the previously written reply of the

BotkwelTs   letter, which is sub-     King to Peter Oxe, still, preserved

scribed " James Duke of Orkney,"     in the Danish Archives, but there

is, also with the advice of Peter     is wanting the French original of

Oxe and John Friis, and a copy of     BothwelPs letter to the Kin"-.